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Virginia Orthopaedic Society

Founded 1933
November 15, 2010

Dear VOS Member:

By now, many of you have seen the announcement from the Medical Society of Virginia (MSV), about a long-term compromise agreement made with the Virginia Trial Lawyers Association (VTLA) about Virginia’s medical malpractice cap.  The announcement and a Q&A document are below for your information.  In short, the agreement would allow the current $2 million cap to be increased by $50,000/year for 20 years and mature at $3 million in 2032.

I have been contacted by many VOS members who were very concerned about the compromise and what it might do to orthopedic practices and medicine as a whole.  Last Friday, upon our request, VOS Past-President Wilford Gibson and I had a private conference call with several MSV top officers and executives in order to learn more about the agreement and how MSV and VTLA arrived at the compromise.  It was a candid and constructive exchange, as well as a good political history lesson for us about Virginia’s medical malpractice cap.  

Much of the mediated negotiations between MSV, VTLA, and the hospital community were, by necessity, confidential.  We appreciate that this was important to reduce outside political meddling and allow for open discussion.  During our conference call, VOS has requested specific information from MSV in order to help us completely review their process so that VOS leaders and members can be comfortable with the approach used to reach the compromise.

While there is more to consider, it does appear that this compromise was made in an environment where physicians had good negotiating leverage.  That environment includes a Governor who favors the cap and other tort reforms, a deliberate legislature that wants a stable malpractice liability market, and a history that supports predictable and gradual change over drastic adjustments.  VOS will review all information to ensure that this approach is something we can fully support.

Please take the time to examine the documents below and look for additional information from both VOS and MSV about this process.  As always, we welcome your comments and questions and we value your support of and participation in the Society’s advocacy efforts.

Best regards,
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A. Bobby Chhabra, MD

2209 Dickens Road • Richmond, Virginia 23230-1086
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